
How will it help in the future?

• Supports any career in which you need to make 
judgements/think critically. (Law, Police, Teaching)

• Enhance your literacy skills and supports your English.

• It sets you apart from all other students who haven’t had a 
Faith Education.  Employers/College respect the fact that 
you’ve had education about morality/what is right and 
wrong.

• It counts as a GCSE in the same way as all of the others



Title of Exam Unit Content Marks Mins

Component 1:
Foundational Catholic Theology
(37.5% of GCSE)
11/5/20 PM

• Origins & 
Meanings

• Good & Evil
90+6 90

Component 2:
Applied Catholic Theology
(37.5% of GCSE)
19/5/20 PM

• Life & Death
• Sin & 

Forgiveness
90+6 90

Component 3:
Study of Religion 2
(25% of GCSE)
22/5/20 AM

• Judaism: 
Beliefs/ 
Practices

60 60

252 240

EDUQAS GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES ROUTE B



Exam 1: (90 mins) = Life and Death (A/A/B/C/D/D) which 
you’re just finishing learning now AND Good and Evil 
(A/A/B/C/C/D) which equals a total of 87 marks

Exam 2: (60 mins) = Judaism beliefs (A/B/C/D) AND 
practices (A/B/C/D) which equals a total of 60 marks



Question type Marks Skill

A Questions 2 marks Define

B Question 5 marks Description

C Question 8 marks Explanation

D Questions 15 marks Analysis and 
Evaluation







B & C band descriptors are the same 
but without the judgement part.



Can be used as a 
structure.

Can be used as a check-
list.

Key thing: Let your 
writing naturally flow…





Christian/Catholic 
agree/strong

Christian/Catholic 
disagree/weak

Jews agree/strong Jews disagree/weak

This is a strong belief/reason 
because it teaches it in The Bible.  
The Bible is over 2000 years old, 
and is the Word of God so we 
should believe what it teaches.

This is a weak reason because it is 
too old-fashioned.  Society has 
moved on so by Catholics thinking 
this, it could cause tension.

This is a strong reason because in 
Genesis (in the Torah) it teaches 
that God made Jews in His image 
so they should agree.

This is a weak reason because I’ve 
seen evidence of Rabbi’s 
disagreeing with this, and they are 
people who are full of wisdom in 
the Jewish community.

This is a strong reason because 
Jesus taught it/would agree with it.  
Catholics and Christians believe 
Jesus is the Son of God so should 
agree.

This is a weak reason because in 
Genesis it teaches that God created 
us with freedom over the Earth
(freewill), so people shouldn’t have 
to do this.

This is strong because there is 
evidence that Rabbi’s who I’ve met 
would agree with this.  They are 
experts in the Jewish faith so we 
should agree.

This is a weak reason because it is 
something that Jews themselves 
can’t agree on (orthodox/reform 
think differently), therefore why 
should everyone agree?

This is a strong belief because the 
Church agrees with it.  The Church 
was founded by Jesus so we should 
listen to it.

This is a weak reason because 
Jesus’ Golden Rule was to treat 
others how they want to be 
treated, therefore people should 
do the thing that creates the most 
love.

Jews believe Halakah (that Judaism 
is more than a religion and it is a 
‘way of life).  Therefore, this is a 
strong point because even though 
it isn’t what society would do, it is 
part of a ‘way of life’ for Jews.

This is weak because God is our 
creator and has given Jews freewill.  
They should be able to make their 
own choices.

This is strong because the 
Catechism teaches it.  This is the 
rule book for Catholics put 
together by the Pope so it should 
be followed.

This is a weak reason because the 
Church is man-made, and although 
it is directed by the Holy Spirit, 
maybe the teachings have been 
misunderstood.

There is evidence in the Mitzvot
that this should not be allowed.  
Therefore it is a weak reason 
because the Mitzvot should be 
followed.



1. In Genesis teaches we are ‘a creation of God.’
2. St. Catherine of Siena said ‘we are the image of God.’
3. Jesus’ golden rule is to ‘treat others how we want to be treated.’
4. In the book of Revelation it talks about the end of the world, and how we will be judged when we die.
5. Stephen Fry doesn’t believe in God and says ‘God is a maniac’ because of evil in the world.
6. Pope Francis has said he wants ‘a Church for the poor’ (so Catholics should help the poor).
7. Genesis teaches us that God gave us ‘stewardship’ and power over the earth, meaning we have freewill.
8. In an encyclical (letter) the Pope teaches us to look after environment.
9. In an encyclical (letter) the Pope teaches us to ‘evangelise’/tell others about Jesus.
10. In an encyclical (letter), the Pope told us to protect all life, so abortion/euthanasia are wrong.
11. The Nicene Creed teaches us about Trinity/Jesus/Heaven
12. The universal declaration of human rights teaches us that ___________ is a fundamental human right.
13. Jesus taught us that we shouldn’t forgive 7 times, but 7x70 times (therefore forgiveness is so important)
14. Jesus’ greatest commandments was to ‘love God and love your neighbour’
15. St Augustine told us that evil is the absence of good.
16. The Church teaches us that God is omnipotent/omniscient and omni-benevolent.
17. Jesus said to ‘go and make disciples of all the nations’
18. The Catechism teaches that conscience is the voice of God, and our supreme way of making moral decisions.
19. Our Lady taught us to go on pilgrimage.  At Lourdes she said to St. Bernadette ‘tell the people to come here and bathe in the waters.’
20. Our Lady taught us the importance of praying the rosary.
21. Catholics believe in life after death because Jesus said, ‘In my Father’s house there are many rooms’
22. In the Bible it teaches us that Christ resurrected from the dead.  Therefore, so will we.
23. In the Our Father we ask God to forgive us as we forgive others, so forgiveness is important.
24. St. Teresa said, ‘Christ has no body on earth now but ours’ so we should be like Christ on earth.
25. In the Parable of the sheep and the goats it says Jesus will return to judge us.  The good will go to Heaven, and the bad wil l go to Hell.
26. In the Old Testament it says we should follow ‘an eye for an eye’ meaning that we should do bad to others if they do bad to us’
27. In the Psalms it teaches us that ‘God gave us life in our Mother’s womb’ therefore our lives are holy and belong to Him.
28. Mother Teresa said we ‘come to know Jesus better through our suffering’ so suffering brings us closer to God.
29. Humanists live by the motto ‘for the one life we live’ which is on the BHA website.  So we must make the most of life and be happy.
30. It says on the Humanist website that they use science, reason and evidence to make judgements.

Learn these ‘off by heart’ and include them in any answer that they fit, particularly ‘d’ answers



1. In Genesis which is in the Torah teaches we are ‘a creation of God.’
2. In Exodus which is in the Torah God gave the ten commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai 
3. In Exodus which is in the Torah God communicates with Moses and makes a covenant with him
4. In Isaiah it talks about the Messianic age (when lions will lie with sheep)
5. The 613 Mitzvot would agree/disagree with this (an example of one of the Mitzvot is)…
6. In The Torah it teaches that Jews shouldn’t ‘boil a kid in it’s mother’s milk’
7. In Genesis it teaches Jews that the ‘Almighty is the creator’
8. In Genesis it teaches us that Abraham made a covenant with God and…
9. In the Tenakh it talks about the importance of human life ‘and how blessed are people who uphold/protect it’
10. Many Jews have a Mezuzah at their front door.  This shows the importance of prayer.
11. In Exodus it teaches Jews to ‘remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.’
12. Marriage is important because in Genesis it teaches that ‘a man shall leave his mother and father, and be united with 

his wife.’
13. The Talmud teaches that Judaism is ‘halakah’ which means it is a way of life.
14. In Exodus it teaches Jews that Pesach must be ‘a day that they remember’

Learn these ‘off by heart’ and include them in any answer that they fit, particularly ‘d’ answers



1. This could make them more religious and take their religion more seriously because…
2. This could make them less religious, and slightly embarrassed about their religion because…
3. It could make people dislike them because…
4. It could make them act in a better way in their lives (do charity work etc) because…
5. It could cause complications in living in places like the UK because this religious belief does not fit in with how most 

people live in this country…
6. It might make them go to Church more regularly because…
7. It could make them think _______________________ about God
8. It could make them pray more/less because
9. It could affect the job they choose because…
10. It could make them take more care of the world because…
11. It could make them respect life more carefully because…
12. It could make them understand their religion better because…
13. It could make them a happier person generally because…
14. It could affect their mental health in a positive/negative way because…
15. It could make them become atheist because….

Learn these ‘off by heart’ and include them in any answer that they fit, particularly ‘d’ answers



How you can help:

• Learn the contents of the purple/yellow 
folders ready for their mock.

• Ensure they are learning their sources ‘off-by-
heart’

• Mr. McMillan (Youtube)

• Encourage your son/daughter not to be 
passive!  



Solutions

• Learn the mark scheme as much as possible

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religiou
s-studies/gcse/eduqas-gcse-RS-sams-full-from-
2016.pdf?language_id=1&dotcache=no&dotcac
he=refresh

OR: Google ‘Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies’

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/eduqas-gcse-RS-sams-full-from-2016.pdf?language_id=1&dotcache=no&dotcache=refresh





